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Veterran leaves hehind a legacy of VOlllIltEBI‘ISIII

Joseph Shea was the face of monument project; worked on new crematory building

By JusTin GRAEBER CLipPER EDITOR
JUSTIN@DUXBURYCLIPPER.COM

e was a big man,
with an even big-
ger heart.

Joseph Shea died of a
heart attack on Monday, Jan.
31. In addition to his family,
he leaves behind a legacy of
service to his country and the
town that he loved.

“It’s a big loss for the
town,” said Town Manager
Richard MacDonald. “I con-

friend first, a  Shea reads during the dedication of the base of the World War | mon- '
caring Dux- ument in 2009. Restoring the monument became a passionate cause

bury volun-- of Shea’s after he discovered the shattered pieces, once Ihuughl lost,

teer.” during a‘walk through the cemetery.

|| served on
L il many Dux-
Joseph Shea bury commit-
tees, such as
the crematory building com- ,
mittee. He was also the town’s
sealer of weights and measures
for many years. He had a pas-
sion for the town’s cemeteries.
[See an article Shea submitted
to the Clipper shortly before
his death on page 7.] '




"~ IN MEMORIAM

It was on a walk through
one of the town's cemeteries
where Shea found the bro-
ken pieces of the World War I
monument. Reconstructing the
monument because a treasured
‘cause for Shea, and he saw it
completed last year. :

“He was my supporter
when I presented the group my
ideas,” said Bryan Felty, who
presented 3D renderings to
the committee rebuilding the
monument.

“He’s the one that really
embraced it ... When I present-
ed, you could see a hght go on
in his head.”

Shea was the face of the
monument project. With ‘its
completion, Duxbury now
has some kind of memorial to
veterans of all the country’s
major wars. (Shea was a Navy
pilot.)

“1 admlred his passion,
and the dedication that he had
toward preserving Duxbury
veterans,” Felty said. “That
was just outstanding, - you
don’t meet many people that
have such a dedicated heart:to
a cause like he did.” '

Other members -of the
World War I group said they
were devastated to leam of
Shea’s death.

“Joe was a truly dedicated
and enormous part of our lives
and our town,” said Judi Vose,
who served on the committee
along with her husband Terry.
“He had a wonderful nature
that touched all of us. ‘who
knew him and we felt. his de-
votion to everything he cared
about in this town. Our town
will not be the same — ever.”
Emmett Sheehan, who

worked with Shea on the com-

mittee building a new crema-

tory at Mayflower Cemetery,
was also impressed with - his
dedication to the monument
project and his knowledge of
the town’s cemeteries.

“Joe loved the town,”
Sheehan said. “He knew things
that nobody knew, he poked
through records.” ‘

On the crematory project,

Shea impressed his. .fellow

committee members with' hi;
military-like. attention - to

tails, collecting - mform_ o'nrf ;

the country and then shanng it

with the group.

“He spoke toall three ¢ com-

panies and knew all the techm-
cal jargon,” Sheehan said; “He
was a very technical guy.’ .

However, Shea’s impact:
on the people he worked with
went far beyond the. mmute

details of a project.

Sheehan said that. | ‘Shea :

would often stop by his of-
fice to bring him information
on the crematory, but the'con:
versation would soon tum: to.
other things.

“We’d hang out for an hour .
and a half just chatting about ,' }

 life,” Sheehan said. -

Shea was also a major pres-.
ence at First Parish’ Church”

Rev. Catherine Cullen- sa1d
that he brought his talents: for
historical research as well ‘as
woodworking to First Parish.-
“You walk down the alsle

and there’s something Joe ei-
ther made or fixed,” she said," "
Shea had been a member -

of the congregation for over

40 years, and Cullen said he
« was a great help When she took
_ over,

“1 used to call him Father
.Joe,” he just knew everybody:
" in the church,” she said. “He.

- was an 1mportant part of my

ministry.” ,
She said she would. meet- .

with Shea, who at one time.of -

another held nearly every lead-
ership position in the church
weekly.

Shea’s wife, Jacquelme,
passed away only a few weeks -
before his death after a long
battle with cancer. He was de-
voted to his wife durmg her
long illness. :

“Part of his full ume ]ob
was driving her up to the hos- -

Pesple -Shea

. pital every day for treatment g
Sheehan said; ¢ Ve
~Always: s“ h hooter,
Shea didn’t! hesnate even dur-
" ing a difficult- tlme to dole out
“advice.
‘ ‘fHe tols me, ,‘You know

8 -

Ll 4 ‘teally think he dled of a
broken ‘heart,” he 'Said.”
AWhether it was 1mpact1ng

countless

ing the hi)es of the | people he
* worked- with: 'h.l;s ‘easy-going -

manner and..deep, booming
laugh Shea. leaves a legacy
|in the towni that he loved S0

orial“service for
; ' on Wednes-
day, Feb 9, at'2'p.m. at First
Parish’ Church on Tremont
Street,  followed by an Alli-
ance Hosted: Collatxon to be
“held: in-the: Harvey Assembly
Hall from 3-5 pm.
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